Conversation at home: a case study of a young deaf child's communication experiences in a family in which all others can hear.
In the past, much research on deaf children's language development has been conducted in schools and clinical settings to examine children's achievement of standard English or to study the effectiveness of mode of communication. The purpose of this study was to examine a deaf child's pragmatic development, her abilities as a language user in the naturally occurring situations of her everyday life at home. Observations, videotaping, and interviews were used to collect descriptive data of the child's conversation experiences with hearing family members. Findings reveal that deafness has had an impact on the family's beliefs and communication practices. Data show the child to be a competent communicator as she uses language appropriately for a variety of purposes, demonstrates her knowledge of the structural features of conversation, and employs an array of communication strategies to achieve mutual understanding with family members.